MISUSE OP SCIENCE                               411
Norman Lockyer Lecture at the Goldsmiths' Hall on 'Science in
Development'.
He contrasted his Grove battery of the days of his youth, which he
had to prepare afresh daily to get a current, with the recent develop-
ments at the Cavendish then preparing to obtain many million volts
to drive their bombarding nuclei; he compared the old hand air-pump
with the modern types of high diffusion pumps. He spoke of the use of
electrons, those faithful little slaves of ours, in oscillators and rectifiers
which made possible those miracles of modern science, radio-telephony
and broadcasting; while the cathodo-ray tube pkyed an indispensable
part in television----He added:
It is sometimes suggested that scientific men should be more active in
controlling the wrong use of their discoveries. I am doubtful, however,
whether the most imaginative .scientific man, except in rare cases, is
able to foresee the result of any discovery___Taking a broad view,
I think that it cannot be denied that the progress of scientific knowledge
has so far been overwhelmingly beneficial to the welfare of mankind.
He further suggested the.possibility of
forming a Prevision Committee of an advisory character, composed of
representatives of business, industry and science, who could form an
estimate of the trend of industry as a whole, and the probable effect
on our main industries of new ideas and inventions as they arose, and
to advise whether any form of control'was likely to prove necessary
in the public interest.
A competent Committee of this kind could, no doubt, have foreseen
the coming competition between motor and railway transports, which
had such serious effects on the latter, and have advised the Government
on the need of adjustment of competing claims before the difficulties
became acute.
About this time Andrade tried to persuade Rutherford to write an.
account of his life and scientific work, but unfortunately it was post-
poned, for Rutherford wrote to him:
17 Nov. 1936,   I note what you have to say about a possible auto-
biography of my scientific career. I am much too busy and'possibly too